ate an. ft "oy. & I's » 
* {4 ai te wad. "$5 04 E © + 
My SR - o 
£ v 


2 


PREFACE: 


Shall only thus-far endeavour to prepoſſeſs the Reader 


in Favour of the following Papers, as to aſſure him, , 


That the Author is not Conſcious to himſelf of hav- 
” ing advanced any Notion that is repugnant to the 
Senſe of Scripture, or Antiquity ; To the Articles of 


our own Church, or the Opinions of its greateſt Divines. 


who have treated this en” any The Authority of the Kj 
over our Convocations has indeed been of late diſputed by 
ſome ; anal a Learned Treatiſe that was writ in Defence of 
it, has had the Misfortune of meeting with a great many 
Enemies, that are very free in thier Cenſures upon it ; what 
their Reaſons are themſelves beſt know : For they are ſs 
kind as not to let them appear in Pablick. 

Bat theſe Papers are only deſigned to grve as true a State 


and Notion of the Controverſie as the Anthors Enquiries could 
lead him into, and not for a Vinditation of others Opinions :- 


And if theyſhould chance ro fall in with any of thoſe deliver-- 
ed in that forementioned Treatiſe, it was no other than 4 
ſober and impartial View of the Sabje&# that occaſioned it... 
And I cart bat think that they who aſſent to the Articles of 
' aur Charch, can hardly deny joyning in the ſame Notions. 

It is very common with the F< Tens of Diſputes of: 
late, to fix Charatters of Tonominy upon thoſe who diſſent 
from them. And ſome who have engaged in this Contro-- 
werſie, for want of other Arguments, ; nk thought T ſup-- 
poſe to carry the Cauſe by inſulting over-their Adverſaries. 
as Latitudinarians ayvdEraftians, And therefore, leaſt they 
foould fix the ſame Titles upon the Author of theſe Thoughts... 
he deſires they would firſt anſwer theſe two Queries. Fe” 
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Whether he mho advances no other DoCtrin than what 
has always been maintained by the Church of England, 
and is intirely agreeable to its 39 Articles, can juftly be 
charged by any Member of that Charch, as a Latitudinarian 
in point of Dodrin ? | 

And: whether he who ſubſcribes to the Government of 
the. ſameChurch as bj Law' Eſtabliſhed, and maintains 
no other Notions but that our Convocations have agreed 
to, and are at this Day the ſtanding Rules delivered to as 
in her Eccleſiaſtical Canons and Conftitutions, can by any 
Member of the Church of Emngland be- reaſonably charged 


' as an Eraſtian i» point of Church-government ? - 


And if he that guides himſelf by theſe Methods is in 
the wrong, the Church muſt auſwer for his Errors, and 
not he for being obliged to defend her. And therefore the 
Charch muſt be taxt with oar falſe Principles, if they are 


fach, . or it ought to be ſhewn, wherein we have differed 


from her. 


*+ Epiſ, 23, 


Tt may probably be one Objettion ap aint theſe Papers, 
that a Book of Grotius's is ſometimes cited in them, which 
lies under the Cenſure of Eraſtian Principles. 1 is fo- 


reign to my preſent Buſineſs to WE in its Defence; Ger. 


Voſlius * gives jt the Charatter of a mo#t Excellent Book, 
and, offers to defend it againſt all Oppoſers. But it is 
enoggh to my parpoſe, that there is nothing cited from him, 
that is diſagreeable to the Dotirines of our Church : Aud 
it was not his Authority, bat the- ſtrength of his Argu- 


ment, that occaſiowd his being introduced in the'Debate. 


But T hope the other Authorities that are here made uſe 
of can have no ſuch Objettions againſt them. Tho Fþ theſe 
Papers are condemned they can nick eſcape, notwithſtand- 
ing the Charatters they have always bore in the World ought 
to ſecure them from ſach Treatment, ſince if this Author 


#5 an Error, *tis they who have led him into it. 


SOME 


"04 


f 


THOUGHTS 
ON A- 
Convocation, xc. 


HE ſtating the Rights and Anthority -of the 
Clergy, 'muft be confeſt to be a very nice and 
tender Point z and in Attempts of this Nature, 
it is almoſt impoſſible not to offend. 

Let'a Man deliver his Opinions with neyer fo much Sin- 
cerity and Caution ;, yet after all, he muſt expe to find 
that ſome Party or other will be diſpleaſed. | 
.. The aſlerting the Privileges: of the Clergy, but even as 
far as thoſe Bounds which Religion and the Laws of the 
Land have'ſet them; and the Nature of their FunQion re- 
quires, .is almaſt a-downright Afﬀront to a ſort of Men, who 
think the whole Order uſelefs, and their Office only an 
Impoſition npon the Rights and Liberties of the reſt of 
Maikind. 1; fn Ru bg | N 

- And the not carrying their Authority to a bigher pitch, 
than the Conſtitution» of the State does or can - admit of, 
or than the Law of Gad has allowed; or even to ſuch 1m 
amnitics, as foe Mens miſtaken Zeal would challenge to 
belong to: them, -is repreſented: as an Indignity to Reli- 


gion, and an open Violation of the Rights and Honoursof | 


that Profeflion. Ake | | OW 35 - ELDER 
<1 ſhall-not concern my ſelf in-determining whoſe Cenſure 
tis moſt fafe to fall under. + | By 
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But this ſeems very apparent, That the pretending to 
too unlimited a Power, Is as great a Prejudice, and of as 
dangerons Conſequence to the Clergy, as the parting with 
ſome of their jult Rights and Privileges : Either of theſe 

-Extreams may be fatal 3 and' therefore 'the more Caution 
$ required to avoid them. | 

It is certainly a great Weakneſs in any Clergy, to raiſe 
themſelves Enemies in the State, by. laying Claim to an 
Authority which is none of theits., The intolerable Ufſur- 
pation of the See of Rome on the Rights of Princes, and the 
Revolutions occaſioned by it, in a great many parts of E#- 


rope, afford us Inſtances enough 
Let us, in God 


IJ . Ld 


s Name, maintai 


this Nature. | | 
n the Honours and Pri- 


vileges of the Holy. FunQtion; | as far'as of right we may; 
but let-us:not extend them to ſuch a Power and Superiority, 
as neither the Laws of God will juſtifie, nor thoſe of the 
*Land admit of ; and which the firſt Ages of the Church 
(after the State was Chriſtian) never exerciſed. . 

The whole Controverſie about a Convocation may . be, I 
think, reduced to this.- Either that the time and manner of 
its ſitting, ating'or debating, is to be determined by the 
Laws of the Land, and the Prudence of the ſupream Autho- 
rity\; or that-theiClergy have a Power by Divine Right, in- 
dependent on the State, to aſſemble themſelves, decree and 


enaQ Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
lar- Authority.., 


_-If -the latter. of the 
ho Lame to the contrary, can'be 'of no force: A 


all hum 


without the Conſent of the ſecu- 


ſe; Nations be true, *tis plain,. That 


Divine Inſfitution being unalterable by any. other Power. 
And if any other Power has decreed any thing in Oppoſi- 
tion to it, ?tis a Sin to ſubmit to its Commands. 
But-in Caſes of this Nature, where fuch a-Right is pre- 
tended, it ought to. be made very clear and: indiſpntable 
from 'the expreſs Declaration of Scripture; or at leaſt, 
from the Practice of the-firſt Chriſtians, where any Parallel - 
Inſtances can be produced :' Though I think this latter is an 
Argument of far leſs Antharity: than -the former 5 agd-if 
there had been Inſtances of Convocations like ours'in-the 
Apoſtles Days,;. yet; this: would \:not; prove: their' Divine 


Right, unleſs there could be ſhew'd a:Command of God for 


it ; 


a 


; (3) 
it ; for a great many Examples have not the force of Pre- 
cepts, even in Scripture it {cIf,, but are of an inferiour Na- 
ture, and ſerve for no other Purpoſe than to dire& what 
may be molt proper to be done in like Caſes. As the Or- 
der of Deaconeſſes and others, tho? as early as the Apoſtles 
Age, is now wholly laid afide. The end of its Inſtitution 
ceaſing, which was to inſtru& the younger Women in the 
Faith, when there were ſtronger Reaſons for the aboliſhing 
it. Prudence is to judge how far ſuch Examples are to be 
followed. TI | 
Now whether this Notion of 4 Divine Right has any Foun- 
dation in Scripture, or can be grounded upon any Examples 


in:the Primitive Charch or not ; it is paſt all Controverſie, - 


that our Kings have an Authority devolved on them by 
our Laws, and acknowledg'd as of Right belonging to 
them over our Convocations;z and that the Clergy neither 
have, or can pretend to have, by our Conſtitution, the 
Liberty Br Power to meet after that manner without their 
Aſent. This is very evident from the Writs, by which 
they are ſummoned to aſſemble. Þ.. | 

And as they cannot meet but by the King's Writ, ſo 


neither when met,. can they make any Canon, or Conſtitu- 


tion, without his Licence and Approbation. 

There is indeed a Convocation always ſummoned, when- 
ever a Parliament is called, according to the ancient Con- 
ſtitution : And hence ſome have thought, That they ought 
to claim the ſame Right and Liberty to enat Laws for the 
Good of the Church, as the other for the - Advantage and 
Welfare of the State. | 

But the Caſe is very different'z the Reaſons of calling 
. the Clergy anciently, every Parliament, was upon a Poli- 
tical Account ; becauſe they were then look'd upon as a 
Member of the Parliament, and could not be taxt but by 
their own Grants :. But that Reaſon is now, in great mea- 
ſure, out of Doors. And though they are ſtill ſummoned, 
that they may be ready upon all Occaſions, to adviſe and 
counſel the King in making Proviſions for the Security of 
Religion, and the Preſervation of the Church ; yet as there 
is not always the ſame Neceſſity for their ſitting and afting,as' 
for the Parliaments, ſo the King is made the ſole Arbiter - it, 
B 2 : ut 
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- But this Particular has lately been ſo>fully: and largely 
Dr. wie, diſcuſſed by a very learned Pen, that there is no need of 
'  . " farther Addition. kt 2 '», 
And indeed, if we may ſtand to the Deciſion of the Laws 
of the Land, this whole Controverſie will ſoon be at an end: 
For it is no difficult matter to. be reſolved about the Power 
the King is inveſted: with; by being Head of the Church ; 
and what Privileges are reſerved, for the Clergy 'by their 
own Suffrage' and. Decree in Convocation, and by AQ of 
Parliament. | ; 
The King, by his Power, is to call the Convocation, they 
| are to aſſemble only by his Writs, they are to debate upon 
ſuch Matters as he ſhall offer, and are to conſtitute no Or- 
ders, __ any Laws without his Conſent. 
This is-very apparent from the A& of Parliament, whk-re 
' AA. Part, the King's humble and obedient. Subjefts, the Clergy. of this 
An. 25, Realm of England, have. net only acknowledged according to 
Hen. VII. the Truth, That the Convocations of the ſame Clergy, w, always 
—_ 90 hath been, - and ought to be. aſſembled only by the King's Writ, 
of = "of but alſo ſubmitting themſelves ro the K ing "'s Majeſty, have pro- 
Clergy, aiſed in Verbo Sacerdotis,. That they. will never from hence- 
and re- forth, preſume to attempt, alledge, claim. or put in ure, enatt, 
ms o' promulge, or execite, any new Canons, Conſtitutions, Ordinan- 
APPcals. es Provincial, or other, or by whatſoever other Name they ſhall 
be called in the Convocation, wy the King's moſt Royal Hſſent 
and Licence may to them be had, to make, promulge and exe- 
- cute the ſame ;, and that His 56-7 do give His moſt Royal 
. Aſſemt and Authority in that Behalf. And where divers Conſti- 
tutions, Ordinances, and Canons Provincial, or Synodal, which 
heretofore have been enated, and be thought not only to be much 
prejudicial to the King's Prerogative- Royal, and repugnant to 
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, but alſo over-much onerous 
to His Fiighneſs and His Subjefts; the ſaid Clergy hath moſt 
bumbly hefivels the King's Highneſs, That the Toa Conſtitu- 
tions and Canons may be committed to. the” Examination and 
Judgment of His Highneſs, and. of two and thirty Perſons of the 
King's Subjefts, whereof ſixteen to.be of the upper and nether Houſe 
of the Parliament of the Temporalty, and other ſixteen to be of the 
Clergy of this Realm; and all the ſaid two end thirty Perſons, to 
be choſen and appoimed by the King's Majeſty. And that ſuch f 
| | | the 


- 


= ch =$% 
EE ot 


the ſald Conſtitutions and Canons, as ſhall be thought and deter « 
mined: by the ſaid two and thirty, o? the more part of them, ſhall 
be approved to ftand with the Laws of God, and conſonant to 
the Laws. of this Realm, ſhall ſtand in their full Streugth and 
Power z the King's moſt Royal Aſſent firſt had and obtained to the 
ſame. Be it therefore now enatted by © Authority of this preſent 
Parliament, according to the ſaid Submiſſion -and Petition of the 
ſaid Clergy, That they, neany of them, from henceforth ſhall 
preſume to attempt, alledge, claim, or put in ure, any Conſti- 
tutions or Ordinances Provincial, or Synodal, or any other Ca- 
wons:: Nor ſhall ena, promulge, or execute - ſuch Canons, 
Conſtitutions, or Ordinances Provincial, by whatſoever Name 
or Names they may be called, in their Convocations in time 
coming ( which always ſhall be aſſembled by Authority of the 
King"s Writ) unleſs the” ſame Clergy may have the King's moſt 
Royal Aſſent and Licence, to make, promulge, and: execute ſuch 
Canons, Conſtitutions, and Ordinances Provincial, or Synoaal, 
upon pain of every one of the ſaid Clergy, doing contrary to: this 
AF, and being thereof convift,  to- Tote Hmpriſonment, and 
make Fine at the King's Will, gc Fe BP 
They are indeed left at Liberty, to give what Judgment 
they. think fit, upon ſuch Matters as are offered to them z 
and their Determinations and Deciſions about them, are 
ſolely in their own Breaſts: Bat they cannot have the Force 
of a Law, unleſs- he-will be pleaſed both-to approve and 
confirm them. 

And this is the Nature of Eccleſiaſtical Synods, amongſt 
us by our Conſtitution. And as this preſerves- the Autho- 
- Fity of the Sovereign, ſo does it not infringe the Liberty 
of the Clergy, No-Eccleſiaſtical Canons or Conſtitutions, 
can be made without them :: Nothing can be accounted 
Hereſie, or cenſured as ſuch, -but what by lawfal'Synods 
has been already.condemned ;- decreed tobe ſuch, with the 
King's Conſent'by our own Convocations ; whoſe ACts have 
been ratified and confirmed by Parliament. +: ERA 

Thus, tho? the Clergy can't, by their own Power, meet 


in Convocation, nor decree or enaCt any Eccleſiaſtical Laws 


"without the Sovereign Authority ; yet neither canany Eccle- 
fiaſtical Canon be made, or any new Hereſie be declared, 
without their Advice and-Approbation, 
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De Imperis Grotius is indeed of Opinion, That the ſupream Civil 
ſum. Poreſt, Authority, has.a Right to make Laws, without the Con- 
circa Sacra, ſent of the Clergy for'the Government of the Church. Be- 
C.7- cauſe if it could not, it would receive ſome Right of go- 

verning from the Synod, and conſequently could not be 
ſupream; whereas the higheſt Power being ſubje& to-God 
alone, has under him the ſole Right .of Governing. Be- 
ſides, -if the ſupream Power could not enforce the Obſer- 
vance of that without a Synod, which it might with one, 
then it ſhould receive- part of its Right and Authority to 
govern from thence: And by Conſequence ſome part of 
the Government muſt be lodged in the Synod. - Which it 
can neither challenge by Human or Divine Right. God 
having no-where committed ſuch a Power to the Church 
and therefore not to Synods. And for theſe Reaſons, he is 
of Opinion,. That the higheſt Power las a Right to make 
Orders for the Government of the Church without a Sy- 
nod.. And to confirm it, he adds the Examples of the 
Hebrew Kings, and ſome of the firſ® Chriſtian Emperors, 
that- have exerdſed their Authority about things ſacred, 
without any ſuch Convention of the Clergy. By 
But tho? theſe Reafons ſhould prove ſuch a Right in Gene- 
ral, to belong to the ſupream Power, yet it cannot be doubted 
but that the ſame Power may ſo-far diſpenſe with the Exe- 
cution of it, as to conſent, That no Laws ſhall be made 
relating to Religion, without the Counſel and Approbation 
of the Clergy.  - 
But if it may be thought reaſonable to have the Advice of 
the Clergy, in all Matters of ſach Importance, it muſt be 
alſo abſolutely neceſſary, That the Civil Power which is 
to enforce the Obſervance of the InjunQions, reſolved on 
by the Spiritual, ſhould have the Right of judging ' of its 
Determinations z eſpecially, where all Mens Conſrciences, 
on well ſccular as Eccleſiaſtical, are to be concluded by 
 * This is moſt certain, That it is a-Duty incumbent on 
_ the Prince, whether the Clergy give their Opinions or not, 
See BP. to reforfn-and corre& Abuſes in the Church, and he muſt 
D.8 Das, anſwer for his 'Negle& to God, if he does not do ſo.. And 
L. 3. C. 3. if before. any Declaration of the Judgment of Ebay 
| as 


| LC F2 
has a Right to order what is neceſſary in ſacred Afﬀairs, *tis 
plain, That his Power is ſuperior to theirs; and that it cannot 
be leſs at the meeting of a Synod, than it was before it. 
The ſupream Authority continues the ſame, whether it as 
by the Counſel of others, or without it. And there can be 
no Obligation to comply with it, but 'that of Reaſon and 
Prudence. | | 
The.Notion of the King's Supremacy, over all. Perſons, 
and in all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, eſtabliſhed 
by our Laws, owned and aſſerted by our Clergy, and very 
frequently vindicated with much Strength and Learning 
by the greateſt Men of our Church, ever fince'the Refor- 
mation, grants all that Right and Power to the King, over 
Conyocations that we contend for. | 


© This. Power, ſays the "Excellent My. Hooker, being Eccl. Poli- 
« ſometime in the Biſhop of Rome, who by- ſiniſter Pra- ty, L. 8. 
&« Qices, had drawn it into his-Hands, was for Juſt Con: ?: 492 


<< Gderations by Publick Conſent, annex'd unto the King's 
&« Royal Seat and Crown ; from thence the "Authors of Refor-= 
« mation, would trafiſlate it into their National Aſſemblies or 
& Synods : Which Synods are the only Helps, which they think 
& lawful to uſe againſt ſuch Evils in the Church, as particular 
* Turiſdittions_are not ſufficient to redreſs. In which Cauſe,. 
& our Laws have provided, That the King's Super-eminent 
« Authority andPower ſhall ſerve: As namely, when the whole 
« Ecclefiaſtical State, or the Principal Perſons therein, do 
& need Viſitation and Reformation; when in any part of 
_ & the Church, Errors, Schiſms, Hereſies,- Abuſes, Offences,. 
&« Contempts, Enormities are grown; which Men in their 
& ſeveral Juriſditions either do not, or cannot. help. 
« Whatſoever any Spiritual Power and Atithority, (ſuch 
« as Legats from the See-of Rome, did ſometime exerciſe) 
&« hath done, or might heretofore have. done, for the Re- 
« medies of thoſe Evils in lawfol ſort, (that is to fay,. 
« . without the Violation of the Laws of God, or Nature in- 
« the Deed done) as much in every Degree our Laws have: 
« fully granted, that the King for ever may do, not- 
<« only. by ſetting Eccleſiaſtical Synods on work, that the- 
< thing may. be-their :A&, and the King the Motioner un- 
* to: it, for ſo much perhaps, the Maſters of the —— 
| ws D406: 
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< mill grant : But by Commiſſions few or many, who ha- 
Clauſe of ** ving the King's Letters Patents, may in the Vertne there- 
the it, <<. of, execute the Premiſes as Agents in-the Right, .not of 
Eli. which « their own peculiar and ordinary, but of his Super-emi- 
gave ® cc nent Power F* | £250 
KingPow- . 


er to make ſuch high Commiſſoners-in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, is now repealed, 


This Paſſage, as; tho'-defigged; on Purpoſe "againſt the 
preſent Oppoſers ofthe King'F/Suprematy, .is not only an 
Account of the Power our. King has over tits Convocations 
by the Law. of the Land,..but "als a+Vindication of that 
Law, in- inveſting *him 'with ſuch Authority, And | the 


TT might oppoſe the Judgment of this great and learned Man 
HF to the Cenſures of two late Authors, who have taken agreat 
Preface, deal of Freedom in blackening the Memory of the Convo- 

. Defence of cation in __ the Sth*s. Reign; for farrendring up to' the 
_—— King the Right and Liberty of meeting without his Leave. 
 Priv'd Bj-- T he Author of the Adunicipiurs Eccleſaſtieum, in his Pre- 
ſhops, p. face, inſults over that Convocation, as under the- laſh of a 
104 Premwnire, and: from. thence; ſeeks to prejudice the Antho- 
rity of the. Convocation- AF. . But: this is a great Blunder; 
—i__ for the Premynire was off. at-lealt three Years before, 'and 
x1. Vi11. Teleaſed. by A@&of Parliament, in the: 22d of Henry the 8th, 
the Convocazion- AF being not till the: 25th. | 
But to fet that paſs, this whole Eighth Book of Eceleſiaſti- 
cal Polity, is deſigned: far:a Vindication'of the Kings Power 
 4nthat Particular, as ao of our Laws, and the Conſent 
of the Clergy, by which it was confirmed. - , _ 


WIL TP 
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ory < the Clergy, leſs in the greateſt things, than' the Power 


| 1ity, p. © of the meaneſt Governors is in-all things over thoſe 
| 46%. *©. which are under them, howſhould we thinkit a Matter 
X <« decent, that the-Clergy ſhould impoſe Laws,- the ſu- 
' « pream Governors Aſſent not asked? ©. 
But leſt ſome ſort: of: Men ſhould: pretend, that this 8h 


= 


I 


from it, how much to- bis: purpoſe, I ſhall confider- oe 
Es WOO, | | | : 


rather thought it: deſerved to be taken' notice of, that I 


«© Except therefore, we make the: King's Authority over. 


'Book .is - not fo. mych, and truly Mr. \Hooker*s,. as thoſe 
which are publiſhed by himſelf, which however is not que- 
ſtioned by the laſt of ;theſe; Authors mentioned, thatquotes 


_ Subjeftion to the ſupream Anathority, as 'tis certain there 
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. after. 1'ſhall add a Paſſage ont of his Preface. There was Preface 
(fays hez\ ſpeaking in Reference to ſome who had a Diſlike p. 44. £4. 
to'the Conſtitution of the Church, then eſtabliſhed by Law) E9:9. 
in my poor Underſtanding, no Remedy ; but to ſer down **** 
this as my final reſolute Perſuafion, © Surely the preſent 
<. Form of- Church-Government, which the Laws of this | 
& Land have eſtabliſhed, .is ſuch as no Law of God, nor * 
© Reaſon of Man, HPath hitherto been alledged of Force SAT; 
&« - ſufficient to prove they do ill; who, to the uttermoſt \Þ- 
& of their Power, withſtand the Alteration thereof. * Con- 
<«/trariwiſe, ' the other, which inftead-of it, we are re- 
«© quired to accept, is only by Error and Miſconceit, 
« named the Ordinance' of Jeſus Chriſt, no one Proof as 
& yet brought forth, whereby it 'may clearly appear to be 
« ſo.in very deed. _ =» - Ws: 
- Thus far I have chiefly confider*d what Power the King | .|* 
has over the Meetings of Eccleſiaſtical Synods, by our Con- 4 
ſtitutions. - And If, in Oppoſition to this, any Laws had 
been made whilſt 'we were under the Popiſh Tyranny, and 
_Uſurpation, that had exempted the Clergy from any ſach 


were none; the' King's Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi&ion being al- Vid. Stat- 
ways aſſerted againſt the: Encroachments of the Pope and fk 
Clergy upon it ; I think we might juſtly haye deny'd them purcha- 
to be any Argument in the preſent Controverſie. © fing Bulls 
But all that we can urge from our Laws, will prove lit- from Rome. 


tle in the Caſe before ns, if the Clergy had an Antecedent 
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Right to meet in Convocation by a Divine Commiſſion 3 or | : ; 
are inveſted with a ſeparate Authority, by the Law of 008: 
God, of making Orders for the Government of the Church, #1 | 
whether the Sovereign Power be Chriſtian or not; and of 37 0006 
obliging all Men in Conſcience to obſerve them, without i 
any Conſent or Licence from thence. [5 ' "_ 

Now ?tis ſtrange, if there ſhould be any ſuch Divine mn 5 [ 


Right, that the Clergy-not only at the Reformation, but to 4 


"A PO ns bo HS 


tained 


this very time, ſhould. be ſo very ignorant of it, as not *- 
only by a tacit Conſent to ſabmit to, but in all their Wri- WE 
tings, acknowledge and. pnblickly defend this ſuperior Oo |S 
Power in the-Prince, either to-prevent their meeting, or wh Wh 
forbid their making any Coane, unleſs they had firſt ob- \\ WE: 
. : 0 l 4 
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| C10 LT 08 
tained his Order-and Licence. If this Divine: Right had- 
been plainly declared in Scripture, it; could not-haye: been 
over-look'd ; and if tis. not plainly-there, it can with no 
tolerable ſhew of; Reaſon. be, pretended to.  _ 

And that. this Notion of; a Divine Right of .Canvocations, 
is altogether precarious, ſeems evident upon;theſe two Ac- 
counts. Firſt, That all the firſt; Syneds, where/the Empe- 
ror was. Chriſtian, were ſummoned-:and. conven'd: by his 
Authority ; and Secondly, That this; Power of the; Empe- 
ror's, was never diſputed: by the. Clergy as, an Uſyrpation 
upon their Rights 5 but on-the contrary, was always-appro- 
ved of by them. 

For the PraCtice-'of- the. Church, in thoſe times, is of 
great Moment in the preſent Controverſie :. For if:- there: is 


. ſuch a Divine Right lodg'd in the Clergy, of meeting, either 


to decide. Diſputes, or: make - Eccleſiaſtical. Laws without 
the Conſent of the Sovereign. /Power-3.it is ſtrange, . that 
the Clergy in thoſe early Ages of -Chriſtianity, ſhould {o 
quietly part with their Privilege; or that an'Emperor, who 
was ſo. mighty zealons for Religion, as Conſtantine: was, 
ſhould violate the Rights of. the Church in fo -notorions a. 
manner, and overthrow its Conſtitution. even-contrary to 
a Divine Appointment, by. ſummoning Comurcils, as he did, 
by his own Authority. oe potiges | 

1f the Clergy had ſuch a Right,..as is now: pretended, it 
could. not. ſo ſoon. be forgotten, «as in- Conftantine's time 3 
nor could they.have given it up, 'or the Emperor have ta- 
ken it from them, -without -ſin. 

It muſt then be confeſs'd, to be a good Argument againſt 
the Divine Right of any thing, where the Scripture is ſilent, 
that the contrary was praQtiſed, within three or: four Ages 
after Chriſt, even by Men, -who are allowed on all ſides, 
to be of the moſt Orthodox Principles, who could not but 
know the Rights of the Church and who, if they did know 
them, would never ſuffer them-to be violated. 

Now that Chriſtian Princes-have pretended to this Autho- 
rity of aſſembling General Councils and National Synods ; 
and that the Clergy have met, upon their Summons, is un- 
deniable: And tis alſo. evident, That the Clergy, when 
the State was firſt Chriſtian, never thunder'd out any Ana- 

| thema's 


(11) 
thema's/againſtiit, for this pretended Anthority ; that they 
never cenſured it as an Uſirpation upon their unalienable 
Privilege, butalways quietly and readily ſubmitted to the 
Prince's Summons, 'withont diſputing' from whence he de- 
rived that Power over them. 

Indeed before the ſupream Authority was Chriſtian, the 
Clergy had a Right to convene themſelves, to make what 


Orders might ſeem'requifite for the Good of the Church. gee: ca- 
In this' Qaſe, the Church has a Right like that of the State : non, 1640. 
In the Vacancy of the Government, the Members of each Can. 1. 


may aſſemble, conſult, and make Orders, as the Exigencies 
of the Church or State may require. | 

Some, Iknow, have infiſted _ this as an Argument, to 
provean independent Authority tn {the Church from that of 
the State; and they'are of Opinion, That the ſame Liberty 
which the Clergy then'exercifed, in meeting upon Afﬀairs of 
the Church, is ſtill their Right'in Equity, tho? the State be 
Chriſtian, Forithe'Church ought not to Ioſe any of theſe 
Rights and Privilepes by the Converfion of Princes, which it 
enjoyed before, Bren 

But the Caſe is widely different, and therefore the Rea- 
ſon cannot *be-the' ſame. _ The Church and the Common- 
wealth were then two different Societies, wy, Oppoſite to 


each other. But where they profeſs the ſameKReligion, -are 
incorporated into the ſame Society, 'and are under one 
common Governour, they are both ſubordinate to that Pow- 
er, and no Laws can be made to bind either, but what ſhall 
be approved of by him': As for the Right which the Cler- 
gy had,' before the State was converted, it was only pru- 
dential,” and 'was theirs no longer, than whillt the ſupream 
- Power was Heathen. When the chief Authority had no 
Relationto the-Church, it could not-be under its Govern- 
ment, but the Care of it mnſt belong to the Clergy, who 
- were then moſt immediately to be concerned for it. . But 
this Power Was'to ceaſe, when the chief Governor became - 
Chriſtian, who”upon that Accobnt, engaged to defend and 
prote& the Church ; -and the Reaſon of the things, and the 


Nature of Government, do both require that it ſhould be 


lodged there. 
| C 2 It 
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- gument that we have-no Rightor Title to it. 


= 


It was the Misfortune of the Church, and - the Neceſſity 
of the Clergy's taking care of it in a State of Perſecution, 
that made them doit: It was no: Privilege belonging to 
their FunQion; and therefore, a Chriſtian Ruler coming, 
the Power was to return to the right Channel,- and the 
Clergy loſt not a Privilege, but, were freed from the Bur- 
den and Care they had before. <> - , - 

For in thoſe things, where there is no Prohibition or . 
Cantion in the Divine Law, the*Church is to be ſubje& to 


See Biſhop human Government. What is commanded by God, muſt 
Andrews's rot be omitted by the Church, z but in Matters which 'are 


teft purely to human Prudence, the ſupream Governour is 


the King to be obeyed, and there is a Law of God for it. 


Now, I think, the Miſtake about the; Divine Right of 
Convocations is grounded upon this, That Chriſt having 
conſtituted ſpiritual Governors in his Church, they conſe- 
quently muſt have the ſupream Right over it, in all things 
that concern Religion, either for. making any new Orders 
or Offices, that may tend to the Advantage of the Church; 
and that no humane. Authority, can of Right- interfere with, 
or hinder it. \ | 

It can't indeed be denied, but. that Chriſt has inſtituted 
and ordained a Succeſſion of Paſtors of his Flock; and com- 
mitted certain proper FunQions to them, ſuch as the preach- 
ing the work the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, the 
Power of the Keys, and the like ; and that there ſhall- be 
ſuch, no Power on Earth: has a Right to forbid, ſo far there 
is a Divine Inſtitution. But that. the ſupream Governor, 
to whom theſe Paſtors are ſubjeq, has not a Power over 
them in all thoſe things, which the Scripture mentions no- 
thing: of, and which-are not any. part of the Miniſterial 
Office or FunQion; this we abſolutely deny. | 

All human Inſtitutions. muſt be ſubje& to human Laws, 
and ſince Convocations are ſuch, becauſe not appointed by - 
any Divine Law, all the Power they have, muſt. be deriy'd 
from thzt Authority to, which they are ſubje&t. ; - 

If it be ſaid, That if the Prince. has this Power, he 
may make a wrong uſe. of, itz yet. this does:not prove 
againſt his Right. Our Abuſe of any thing, is not an Ar- 


If 


CEE 

If indeed the Prince ſhould happen to be of a different 

Religion, and diſclaim all Right to his Supremacy over the 

Church, or abuſe it to the Deſtrufion of it ; I ſee no Rea- 

ſon, but if the Neceſlities of the Church ſhould require it, Sze Biſhop 

the Clergy now may have the ſame Privilege, as the Pri- Aadrews 

mitive Chriſtians, and may aſſemble of their own accord, ***9on at 

as they might have done, when their Emperors were Heathen, ou 59 
Common' Prudence will dire& what is proper- in ſuch © 

Caſes. As Right Reaſon, and the Laws of Equity would 

adviſe, That the chief Power over Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, 

ſhould be committed to the Sovereign Authority, when 

Chriſtian 3 which is ſuppoſed, upon that Account, to be 

as much concerned for the Good of the Church as of the State. 


And indeed, where nothing is determined on either ſide, eeBiſhop- 


this muſt neceſſarily be fixt there. Becauſe there is no other Taylor's 

that can either by Divine or human Right, lay claim to the Pu#-Dub. 

like Authority, © L13. Ce 3. 
' There is no other:poſſible way of determining the Bounds p14. Groe. 


of the ſupream Power, but, by the Law of God or Nature ; 4c /mp./um.- | ; | 3 


Its Right extends over all things, but what are either com- | C. 3 


manded or forbidden by them. 

&« Now then allowing Mr. Hooker's Opinion, That as for 
& ſupream Power in Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, the Word of God 
« ' doth no-where appoint, that all Kings ſhall have it, nei- Eccl. Pol. 
<< ther that any ſhould not have it ; yet for this very Cauſe P: 444 
<« it ſeemeth to ſtand altogether by human Right, that un- 
<« to Chriſtian Kings there is ſich Dominion given, - 

As for the Law of Nature, I think it. muſt be granted, to 
be no way concerned in the. preſent Controverlie.  Grotius 
does indeed allow, That the Original. of Synods, is derived C+ 7- de 
from fhe Law of Nature': For Man being a ſociable Crea- 992998 
ture, does naturally aſſociate himſelf with thoſe, who pur- 
ſhe the ſame Methods and Manner of Life. So Merchants 
- for the Improvement of Traffick, ſo Phyſicians and Lawyers 
meet and-conſult together, for the examining the Myſteries 
of their Art, and for the advancing their Profeſſion. . But 
then to-prevent Miſtake; he diſtinguiſhes between an abſo- 
lute Law'of Nature, which cannot be changed, as to wor- 
ſhip God; honour our Parents, and to do no Injury to the 
Innocent 3 and that which is natural, after a ſort, as _ 

| | mo 
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moſt reaſonable, and allowed gf hy Nature, till human Laws 


intetpoſe : Thus every thing by Nature-is common,all Men 
are free, the neareſt Relation-is-Heir ; till-by human Appoint- 
ment and Conſent, Propriety, and Subjection. were-introdu- 
ced, and the Inheritance diſpoſed of by Will.* - In this latter 
Senſe, he allows it to be natural to hold Synods:; but-he de- 
nies it to be ſo.in the other, becauſe then, no Biſhops would 
ever have petitioned the Emperors for leave :to meet ; and 
St. Hierom's Argument to -provea Synod. unlawful, would 
be invalid ; Shew me, faith he, what Emperor commanded the 
meeting of that Council. © Synods thereforeare to. be account- 
ed in the number of thoſe things, which being allowed of by 
the Law of Nature, are yet ſabjet to.human Conſtitutions; 
and may be aſſembled, or prohibited by them. 

And if in the Reigns, even of .the Pager Emperors, any 
Laws or Imperial EdiQs had been publiſhed againſt holding 
Synods, and the Necelſlities of the Church not evidently re- 
-quired their meeting z but .eſpectally, had” thofe heathen 
Powers allowed them all the Liberty. of-meeting for Pray- 
ers, and performing other Duties which Chriſt bad-appoint- 
ed, and were neceſſary to be done by-them,, in Obedience 
to his Commands; 1 know no Right the Clergy could have 
pretended for their aſſembling. It is certain, That the 
Church might ſubſiſt, and-be preſerved without then. - And 
thereupon, the Biſhops were very careful not-to offend or 
- Provoke their Governors, by their Synodical-meeting, what- 
ever Occaſions there might be for - them. - St. Cyprian, as 
Grotins obſerves, has ſhewn in ſeveral Places, That when 
in times of Perſecution, there aroſe a hot Conteſt, about rc- 
ceiving the lapſed into Communion, and for the putting an 
end'to it, nothing ſeemed more neceſſary, than for the 
Clergy to meet and conſult together in common4 yet the 
Biſhops deferred the- meeting,, till the-Storm was blown 
over ; Which certainly they ought-not to. havedone, if Sy- 
| nods had been enjoin'd by a poſitive Law, either Dsvine or 
Natural ;, and could have been no more diſpenſed with, than 
the Duties of worſhipping God, and honouring our Parents. 

Since then there appears no Authority fromScripture, or 
from the PraCtice of the Church, after the State was Chri- 

Ran; or from the Law of Nature, to found" this Pretence 
.*% | upon 
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(15) 
upon, of the- Clergy's having a diftint' Right from the 
State of aſſembling. themſelves in Convocation it is evi- 
dentz. That the Laws'of: the+ Land, andthe Suffrage of the 
Convocation'in- Henry the -$t*s Reign, and" of all the Con- 
vocations that bave been held ſince ; which'by common Con- 
ſent, _ have inveited' the King with this Power, and have 
ſubmitted tovit, were-not ſo raſh and irreligious, as ſome 


Men would inſinuate. Even” the Convocations in Queen 


Mary's Reign, when that Law was abrogated, yet 'met and 
ated by her Authority. 
_ But it is to» be obſerved, That-the-Arguments which are 


, now produced to: prove the Church Independent on the 
State by .a Divine Right, are the ſame which Mr. Hooker of the 


taxed as 'the Errors of ſome-in his time, who aſſerted the Ara of 
= C Des 


Unlawfulneſg of the Prince's exerciſing any Authority in 
the Aﬀairs of the Church, 


& The Cauſes of tommon received. Errors, i this point, ar Eccl. 


«< ſeemto be eſpetially two: One, That they who embrace 
* true: Religions living in ſuch Common-wealths as are 


< oppoſite thereunto, in other publick Afﬀairs, retain civil P: 439 


* Communion with them. This was the State of the Jew- 
* iſh Church, both in Zgyprand Babylon, the State of Chri- 
*© ſtian Churches a long time after: Chriſt. . And in this 
«© Caſe, becauſe the proper Aﬀairs and Actions of the 
©<' Church, as it is the Church, hath noDependence on the 
* Laws, or-upon - the Government of the civil State, an 
*< Opinion hath thereby grown, That even ſo it ſhould be 
*< always. This was it which deceived Aler, in the wri- 
< ting his Apology ; The Apoſtles (faith he) 4id govern the 
*< Church i» Rome, when Nero bare Rule, even as at this 
* Day, in all the Churches Dominions, the Church hath a ſpi- 
© ritual Regiment without Dependence, and fo ought ſhe to have 
* amongſt Heathens or with Chriſtians. Another Occaſion'of 
« which Miſconceit, is, That things appertaining to Re- 
&« ligion, are both diſtinguiſhed from other Aﬀairs, and 
© have always had in the Church, ſpiritual Perſons choſen 
© to be- exerciſed about; them. By which DiſtinQion of 
<«< ſpiritual Aﬀairs, and Perſons therein employed from tem- 
&« poral, the Error of perſonal Separation always neceſſary 
« between the: Church and Common: wealth, hath ſtrength- 
« ned it ſelf. — Theſe 
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Theſe Notions have been often made uſe of by the Papiſts, 
in their Diſputes againſt the King's Supremacy z: and "tis * 
ſtrange they ſhould be now reyived, when they: have been 
See Biſhop ſg learnedly. conſidered and refuted by Mr. Hooker, Dean 
_— Nowel, Biſhop Jewell, and other: great Men of our Church. 
op Scorch And I may add, That ſome of our preſent. Adverſaries Opi- 
Diſcipline. nions are much the ſame,- with thoſe of the Scorch Diſcipli- 
narians refuted by Biſhop Brambal. | | 
The Author of the Defence of the Vindication of the de- 
P- 107 prived Biſhops, hath told us, That Mr. Hooker (for whom he 
pretends a very great Reſpe@, tho' for what Reaſons know 
not, ſince they differ in every thing) is againſt him, in making 
- the Church one Body with the. believing State. And#therefore, 1 
ſuppoſe, be would have it taken for granted,. That his Rea- 
ſons are more concluſive in making them AUiſting, 
* "Indeed it was neceſfary for this Author's Purpoſe, That 
the Church and State ſhould be ſeparate Societies; for all 
the Weight of his Arguments, . depends upon it ; and if 
this ſhould fail, his whole Fabrick muſt fink of Courſe. It 
was-certainly time for him to call a new. Cauſe; and, ſince 
the PraQtice of the whole Church is againſt bim, to: omit 
Authorities, and the Senſe of Antiquity, and to. retire to 
downright Reaſon. But he would bave done well, to have 
conſidered and anſwered Mr, Hooker's Arguments, before he 
had produced any otbers on the contrary ſide. 

For certainly, if the Common-wealth be Chriſtian, if the 
People which are of it ao publickly embrace the true Religion, this 
very thing doth make it the Church. And to make it a ſeparate 
and independent Society from the State, where all Mens 
Principles are the ſame, is a Notion neither agreeable to 
p. 440, Scripture or Reaſon.. But l ſhall not purſue an Argument, 
441, &c. which has been already ſo fully and learnedly managed by 

Mr. Hooker, to whom I ſhall refer the Reader. 

' But I think-my. ſelf obliged to do Mr. Hogker Juſtice in a 

Dee Paſſage cited from him by this Author, as though it made 
Ving, of for him ; and which appears to me, to bedeſigned to prove 
the depri- dife&tly contrary. - This Author, it ſeems,” would perſwade 
ved Bi- us, . that Mr. Hooker is of his Opinion, That the Deprivation 
ms P* of ſpiritual Perſons, by the Civil Power, is not juſtifiable by even 
Pot _ our preſent ſecular Laws, And to this end, he ern 
: £ Words; 


Eccl. Pol, 
467« 


" 


% 
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ſpiritual Matters, and there could be no-Appeals from their 


not derived from” the Supremacy, either mediately or im- BP- Laud, 
ts | A: D mediately.?* 39* 


| | CT) 
Words all Mer are not for all things ſufficient, and therefore 
publick Affairs being divided, ſuch Perſons muſt be authorized =, Fol 
Fndges each kind, as comgion Reaſon may preſume to be moſt WO 
fir. Which cannot of Kings and Pyinces, ordinarily be pre- | 
ſumed in Cauſes war's Eccleſiaſtical ; ſo that even common Senſe FI 
doth rather adjudge this Burthen to other Men. This, indeed, + "+ 
looks plauſibly, as it is here ſet down, withont its Connexion oF 
with what goes before and follows it. But however, all 
that 1t can prove by its ſelf, is only, That it may be more 
properifor ſpiritual Perſons to judge in Cauſes meerly Eccle- 
fiafticak. But then it denies. not, That if Princes are fo 
pleaſed, they may judge themſelves ; this takes not away 
their Right, though it may be Prudence in them to appoint 
others to ſit in their ſtead. | 
— But let us fee the full Scope and Extent of Mr. Hooker”s 
Words. of ſays he, the Perſon of the King may, for juſt 
. = gels s, even where the Cauſe is civil, be notwithſtanding 
Withdrawn from occupyingithe Seat of Judgment, and others un- 
der his Authority be. fir, he unfit himſelf to judge ;, ſo the Conſs- 
derations for which it were baply not convenient for Kings to ſit 
. and give 'Fudgment in ſpiritual Courts, where Cauſes Eccleſta- 
. fical are uſnally debated,, can be no bay to that Force and Effi= - 
cacy, which their Sovereign Power hath over thoſe very Conſiſto- 
wies* And for which we holg,- without any Exception, That all 
"Courts are the King's. And then follows z All Men are not 
for all things ſufficient, &c. And after that he goes on, We ſee 
it hereby a thing neceſſary, to put a difference as well between that 
ordinary Furiſdition which belongs unto the Clergy alone ;, and that 
Commuſſionary wherein others are for juſt Conſiderations appointed 
to join with them, as alſo between both theſe Furiſdittions, and a 
third, whereby the King hath tranſcendent Authority aver both : 
Why this may not lawfully be granted mmto him, there is no Reaſon. 
Now take the whole together,.and the Argument turns on 
the other fide; and proves, That the Judgment of the 
ſopreamiPoweris in all manner of Cauſes to be the higheſt. 


”.. Bot hower,\were Eccleſiaſtical Courts alone to. judge of {mare 
4 a NE 4.” x ; * Troubles 
Decifions, 'Gvhich yet the ſupream Power has a Right to re- anq Tryai 


ceive) yet theſe Courts do'not exerciſe any Power that 1s of Arch- 
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mediately. The Laws by which they a&, and INT TY their 


Juriſdiction, proceed from thence, and the Courts are CON» 
ſtituted by its Authority, So that. all that is done there, is 
by Virtue of the King's Commiſſion, - 

But beſides, if the King had no Power at all i in ſpiritual 
Caſes,yet it does not appear, That the Cauſe of the deprived 
Biſhops is purely ſpiritual ; they. are-as much Eccleſiaſtical 


Perſons now, as they were before their Deprivation. 


though they. may not. exetciſe any part of E 
in the King's-Dominions, yet. they. {ill retain theig.Office, 
and-have a Right to pexform'all the 
whenſoever. the Soverei 
It was the Opinion, 


piſcopal Power 


-of it, where and 
Power will authoriſe them to it. 


rchbiſhop Zaua, That the Uſe and 
Exerciſe of his uriſgit ion, in Foro Conſcientie, might not be 
but 8 Dy. the Leav And Power of the King, within his' Do- 


If 6 bis Majeſty ſhould | forbid, a Phyſician to pltiſe with- 


in his Dominions, for 
.. plain, Thar by rhis me 
Profeſſion ; nor willir f( 


|  CTaomuni by him ;'?cis 
s, the is not _ degr 
w,. That his Majeſty. 


be acquainted HUREut: Art, before he progounces Sentence 


againſt hims If his 
Rules .of his own.” $A 


againſt -fome. of 


i tof ro \ 1d. be more proper for 
feſſi ans, the Nature and Manner 


the College of Phyficia ju 
_ of it: But where theCrime: 


'no- Relation tothe Profeſ- 


e is required. no Skill in Phyſick to judge of it. 


Im fs; the ſpiritual Power, 
bee, judged by them.ſo to be,. 


Baz 3 


erſon be convited of Hereſie, "ris juſt he ſhould A 
-@ cording to what has 
ut if. his Offence be againſt 


_ theKing or the Publick, if he refuſe. Allegiance to [6 
jeſtyy. or Obedience to his Laws, be.he%a ſpiritual Perſon 


t to command his 


or. not,. there is no doubt, but his Majeſty* has a Right to 
forbid, him. the Exerciſe of any,Office or FunQion within 
his* Territories, . "The King does not judge herein” of his 


4 Fo perk as a Divine, but of his DET tht! Subſet. | 


aksfic for. his Diſloyalty..  - 


Fg 


as 
what the. ion of the Defence of ahi Prdicaton 


ef, the FL Biſhops, ur 
Gforeh and State, tho! C 


es,. is of any Force z. as, That the 


i fa are'\two  difight Societies; ; 


ed from his 
by ht to 


: BYE 
and that ſpiritual Perſons, .tho' defended and preferved by 
the Sovereign Power, have yet as ſuch, no Dependence upon 
it, and are not ſubjet to its Authority: How advantageous 
ſoever this may prove to the Church, it will be very incon- 
' venient and dangerons to the State. 
For if the Prince has no juſt Power over ſpiritual Perſons 
as ſuch, it muſt follow, That in ſeveral Caſes, he can have 
' no Authority over them as temporal. As ſuppoſe any of 
that Bodyſhould be guilty of a Crime, whichTequires ſach 
a Puniſhment, as can't be inflifted. without depriving him 
of his Eccleſiaſtical, as well as his Civil Rights ; tis plain, 
'. according. to that Author's way. of arguing, That in ſuch'a 
Caſe, the State can have no Authority. to puniſh. And if 


Offence of what Nature ſoever: The'Cc 


Notions, are more than ſufficient Conf 
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Province. For this is included in the other : For he who has 
a Power over the whole, muſt have the ſame, no doubt, over the 
part. And he adds, That if the Sovereign Power had not 
this Right, the State could Not be able to provide for its 
own Security. 

But what ſeems to me moſt abſurd i in: the Management of 
this Controverſie by the indicator of the depriv'd Biſhops, 
is this, That he condemns all thoſe of Schiſm, who go upon 


different Principles, or that conform with. theſe: who fill 


the Sees of the deprived. Biſhops. For by this means, he 
not only involves the Chriſtians of ſeverab Centuries in the 
lame. Guilt, 'even from Conftantine*s time, till Papal Uſur- 
pations were introduced z. who ſubmitted tq Biſhops put 


into the Places of; others deprived by the Emperors, as 
By Doftor has been learned! iT ſhewn in a great many Inſtances, be- 


yond all Poſlibility of a Reply : But he alſo condemns and 
contradids himſelf. For I believe his Practice his been con- - 
trary_to his preſent Opinion. Since, if I miſtake not, *he 


. held Communion'with the Church of. Enifipar till the late 


See Dean 
Nowel, a- 
gainft 
Porman. 


| And if *tis a Sin to communicate with the! Biſhops, who, are 
- Putintothe Sees of them, who were deprived by«the 


for depriving Biſhops of their Sees upotſa 


Revolution. And I believe this Dor f the Prince's 
Authority over ſpirityal Perſons, was the ſame then as now. 
If not, what can thoſe Words fitnifie, That the King 5s 
over all Perſons and in all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical. as 
Civil, Supream ? Mr. Hooker tells vs, That the Prince hay 
by this, the ſame Power over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as the 
Pope had uſurped before *the'Reformation. And indeed, 
if theſe Words do not \imply, That Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
as ſuch, are ſubje& tothe King's Authority, they fignifie 
nothing. And if they carry ſach # Senſe with them, they 
muſt alſo denote the Sufficiency of the”Kin ws 4 s Authority, 
Cauſe. And 
tho? it"be.,granted, there were no. alkanes of this Nature 
inthe lace. Rejgrs; yet the Caſe.is much- the ſame; if ſuch 
a Dottrin. was then held. and: maintained'/by*the Church. 


pream Zower, *tis a, Sin abſo not to ſeparate from = t Church 
which requires alfits Members. to ackhowl and. belie 
ſuch a Kirk. to'belong to: that Power, For the N ature of 
the Church is the ſame, whether the Ki; ing EXETC bes, that Att 
E- wi. . 


þ =1 Ten 
owned and allowed by the Charch 


thority or not yz, if it be 

to belong to him. 
But this Author pretends that he has the Church and the ,...;. »,. 

Laws on his fide, ſince Queen Eliz abeth's Time ; and that he frineof the 


will agree to the Supremacy. as then ſtated by her, and as it £0 


. . A : ngland, 
is expreſſeq in the 37th Article. If he will put the Cauſe concerning. 


upon this [{ſtze, we muſt alſo ſubmit to be determined by Fotos 5 
it. For we cannot defire to carry the Supremacy farther Clergy on 


the Lay- 

Power, by 
the VYindica- 
tor of the 


than it was in that Queez*s Time, and as *tis ſpecified: in 
that Article, But then we demand, That the Words may 
be explained according to the moſt eaſte and natural Senſe gc,.;;cq v;. 
of them, and not underſtood only as this Author.would in- ops. 


muſt carry it 1 am afraid ſomething farther than he is a- man. 
ware of. For ſhe thought. her Sapremacy extended to the 

giving Commiſſions to Lay-Perſors to proceed by Eccleſiaſti- ig. of 
cal Cenſures, And accordingly the Earls of Shrewibury,. Derby, the Re- - 


| and others, were made Viſitors of Eccleſtaſtical Matters, and form. Vol... 


ated as ſuch. 'This then, we may be, poſitive in afferting, 


"That the Supremacy, as it was confirmed and ſettled in Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, is a ſufficient Vindication. of our Prigci- 


and directly oppoſite to his. Upon the whole, that 
hor's Cenfures are either too far ſtretcht, or too.much 


Map, I think, ovght*to be. very tender in. fixing 
ge of Schiſm upon 'a whole Church, eſpecially 
as the praQice. of all Antiquity on its ſide, Cha- 

| ; 000 rity. 
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rity certainly would rather oblige a Man to diſtruſt the 
ſtrength of his own Arguments, where he has neither the 
Authority of Scripture, and the ancient Church to ſupport 
them, than paſs ſo ſevere a Cenſure from the bare reſult of 
his own Thoughts and Opinions. If we are in the wrong, 
we err with the whole Catholick Church for ſome Apes to- 
gether, and | believe T may add with the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, 1 am ſure not againſt them ; and we have moreover 
our :Canons and Articles for us, the Judgment of ſome 
of the greateſt Men of the laſt Age, who could baye no 
other Motives to miſlead them, bur the impartial diſcovery 
of Truth, who were of the fame Opinion with us. 

Indeed, I think we ought to pay a great deal of reſpect 
to Men that go upon ſincere Principles of Conſcience , but, 
then it were to be wiſhed, That they would not judge too , 

*aſhly of other Men ; but conſider, that they who diſſent 
from their Notions, may not be leſs ſincere and conſcienci- 
ous than themſelves. It Ean?t be ſuppoſed, that Men, who 
believe Religion, ſhoul& be ſo fond of the little intereſt of 
a ſhort Life, as to'forfeit all pretences to a better, ' for the 
ſake of it. Surely, Men that know the preſent value of 
things, ought to think. them: very inconſiderate Motives for 
the byaſſing a Marf's Conſcience one way or other. 

There are a-great many -who cantcomply with us, whom 
we muſt, and do entettain a very high Opinion of, and who 
deſerve and command our Eſteem. © The late Service which 
one-of them'has done the Charch and Clergy, - by the vindi- 
cating them from the Contempt and Abuſes. of the Stage, 
in his admirable and juſt Reflections 'upon the Immorality 
and Profaneneſs of that Plfce, ought always to be acknow- 
ledged with the higheſt returns of Gra itade. . 

But to return'to'baur Convocations 3 if we ſhould. grant 
that Revelation has* not in expreſs Terms determined this 
Matter, | yet we may venture to lay this down for a certain 
Principle 3 Thatin a Chriſtian Common-wealth, thas Or- 


der'ought moſt to be: obſerved, which is "moſt ſubſervien! 
to its Peace and Unity 5 and that ſuch 4 method 1 C C ; N- 
ment cannot be lawful, which will neceſſarily confognd 
deſtroy it A OUR "t: Wk : 


now TY wm We 


C 23 ). 


Now, if the Clergy ſhould have the ſole Power among 
_ themiclves. of meeting, and Eſtabliſhing what Laws they _ 


pleaſe, for the Government of the whole Church; and of 
ſ{ubjeQing all Chriſtians to the obſervance of them, whether 
they will conſent to them or no, it will probably occaſion 
great confuſion, and raiſe perpetual Heats and Jealouſies in 
the State. | | | 
The State does not challenge ſuch & ſuperiority over the 
Clergy in Civil Afﬀairs; no Temporal: Laws are made -to 


bind them, but ſuch-as themſelyes have aſſented to: The 


ſame Reaſons will hold in Chriſtian Diſcipline ; none ought 
to be bound to obey any Conſtitutions, but ſuch as are 
made by their own conſent ; * or, which is the ſame thing, 
by that of the Supream Authority, which repreſents the 
whole State. 


Nor indeed, can the Clergy plead ſuch a Priviledge ; See Bp. 
their Buſineſs being only to deliver their Opinions, and to 7y/r's 


declare their own, and the Senſe of the Church, 'concern- 


their Authority extend. 


G. Voſfſins has proved this at large, and tells us, That the xp. 23. 
Clergy are forbid by the Scripture to Exerciſe Authority .; Cap: 4: 


and Grotzns tells us, That they are called in Holy Writ by 
the Titles of Embaſſadors, Meſſengers and Teachers, to ſig- 
nifie, that it is their Part, to declare the Authority and 
Power _of another, and not to oblige Men by their own. 
The Government therefore which is committed to them, 
when they are ſaid to Guide, to Rule, to Feed, to be ſer over 
the Church, ought to be interpreted of the declarative kind, 
or of that which confiſts only in perſuaſion: When the A- 
poſtles_are any where ſaid to have commanded, it is to be: 
underſtood in ſuch a figurative Senſe, as they are ſaid to 


remit and retain Sins ; that is, to-declare them regitted or - 


retained. He farther proves, That the Church can-have no 
commanding Power by Divine Right, becauſe the Sword, 
which is the inſtrument-of Power, and denotes Authority. 


- 


1s Hot committed to them. 


There" can ro Power naturally belong to.the-Paſtors of 
the/Chnreb, becauſe no ſuch thing is included in the nature 
of the FunRtion. Under the Aoſaical Law, when there was 
neither 
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| neither King -nor - Judge, the Supream Power in Civil, as 


well as Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs,”- deyolved on the High Prieſt. 
But during the Regal Digniey, the High Prieſts Juriſdition 
was always under that of the King; ſo Aaron was under 
that of doſes. | w | TM, 

The. Truſt that is committed to the Miniſters of- the 
Church, by the Law of the Goſpel, and which comes neareſt 
to Furiſdiftion, though it is diſtin from'it, are thole Aci- 
ons which were either peculiar to the firſt*Chriſtians only, 
or are ftill continued to the Paſtors 'of the Church. Such 
was that Sharpneſs which the Apoſtle threatens the'Corin- 
thians with, which denotes according to Gretz4s, acertain 
miraculous Vertne of impoſing Puniſhment. Thus Ananias 
3ud Sapphira fell down dead 3 Elymas was ſinitten with blind- 
neſs, and others were delivered co Satan, which was plainly - 


an A@ of miraculous ' Power exerciſed by. God-- himſelf; 
who, at the Denunciation of the Apoſtles, commanded Men 


to bevexed.and tormented with Diſeaſes, and ſeized on by 


\ Divels. Grotius, upon this obſerves, That before the Civil 


Powers exerciſed their Authority in the Church, God himſ If 


-ſupplyed by Divine Affiſtance, what was defeQive-in Human 


'Laws. But as Hama ceaſed, after the Iſraelites were poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Holy Land”; ſo, after Emperors took upon them 
to protect the Church, their Office being to puniſh all that 
any way diſturbed its Peace, theſe Divine Executions of 
Joſtice- were diſ-continued, But however, all thofe Di- 
vine Puniſhments were the Acts of God, not of Men, and 
the whole Work was his, not the Apoſtles. 

As for the »/e of the Keys which is perpetually annext to 
the Paſtoral Office, that implies no J#r:/di4;ov. The de- 
nouncing the Divine Threats'and Punifhments, and the en- 
joyning reſtitution of Goods unjuſtly gotten,” are only ſo 


- many deglarations of the Divine Law: Excommunication is 


of the ſame kind. . The denying the Sacraments to notorious 
Offenders, is not Exerciſing any'Dominion over them, but 


is only a Suſpenſion of the Paſtors. ownAQ, and therefore 


is not any partof Juriſdiction, ' EE 4+» 
From the whole it appears, That the Anthority which 

was.committed to the'Clergy, does not reath to the making 

.of Laws, or to oblige any Perſons to be ſubject to their In- 
| 9 * junctions 
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' Jun&tlons by Vertue of their 'own Power: They may do 


both by the conſent and permifſion of the Supream Autho- 
rity, but of themſelves they can pretend no Right. They 


are only allowed by the Scriptures to declare and deliver See Pofius, 
their Opinions about any Religious Matters, but the Sove- EP: _ 
reign Power aldne can confirm them, and give them the Co 


I. 3. CG 4s 


force of Laws. 
'But however, if at any time there may ſeem to be abſo- 


lute-neceſlity. for a Convocation to meet, for the condem-\, - 

ning Errors and Hereſies, - which may have crept into, and \_ 

 havediſturbed the Peace of the Church z; Thovgh the Prince 
in ſuch. a Cafe will not confent to the Aſſembling the Cler- 


gy, they may notwithſtapding, as many of them as think 
fit, give their Opinions, concerning ſuch falſe Notions. 
And if thetr Opinions have any weight in them, they may 
be perhaps.as much regarded, by the judicious part ofthe 
World, as the Judgment of a whole Convocation. 

For when Men-Publifh their Reaſons concerning any Os 
pinions, every Body is at liberty to Diſcuſs and Examine 
them, to ſearch into the ſtrength of their Arguments; be 
able to diſcover whether their Thoughts are: well weighed, 
or whether they are not the effes of a peeviſh, miſ-guided 
Zeal, rather than of a ſerious, deliberate Judgment. 

The World can then judge whether Mens Enquiries into 
others Notions, and their Cenſures of them, are impartial 
- or not 3 whether a Man's prejudice, or perhaps his Igno- 
_ or both, do not biaſs or miſ-lead' his Apprehen- 
10nS. | 
-- It is not impoſlible that Men may fide with a Party in a 
Convocation, only becauſe *tis the greateſt z may judge 
againſt Men and their Opinions, only- becauſe they are 
theirs 3 but the World may be beſt ſatisfied of the Reaſons 
'and Motives of every Man's Judgment, when they are ſub- 
mitted to Poblick Examination. 
Beſides, the Conſent of a Charch may be known by the 


naanimous Writings of all the Great Men of that Chureh, Cap. 9. * 
that have treated of ſuch Subjects. For the Afﬀairs of Re- De Syno- 
ligion, _ have been more often' managed this way, and the is. 
Conſent of the Church more frequently ſignified by Com- 


munication of Lerrers, as 'Grotins obſerves, than by Synods. 
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T would not be thought to derogate from; the uſefulneſs 
of Convocations, and from-that Reſpe&t and- Submiſſion 
which is juſtly due to their Deciſions. - 

Whenever the King ſhall be pleaſed to give them leave to 
ſit and AR, every Man is obliged to be determined-by their 
Orders and Decrees, as ſoon as gyer they are legally con- 
firmed. \ ; 

But there 1s not at all times a neceſſity for their Meet- 
ing, and there may be often greater Reaſons to urge againſt, 
than for itt _ | | 

Cap. 7. CGrotius aſligns theſe as two.of the chief Ends of having 

De Syno- Synods; one is, £0 counſel and direct, the-Prince in the 

e advancement of Truth and Piety ; the other, that the Con- 

| ſent 'of the Church may be Eſtabliſhed and made known. 
But a Syned is not abſolutely neceſſary upon. either of theſe 
accounts: Counſel is not neceſſary for a Prince. in things 
that are ſufficiently plain by the Light of Nature, or Sn; 
pernatural Revelation. Who doubts, but. he that denies a 
God, a. Providence, or a Fudgment to come 5 that calls in 
queſtion the Divinity.of Chriſt," or the Redemption purchaſed 
by him; who, I ſay, can doubt, that:a Man ſo profane may 
not.be*put out of Office, or baniſhed the Common- wealth, 
without the advice of others? 

Beſides, the Prince has the Judgment of former Synods to 
aift and guide him in ſuch Caſes, ſo that be need not be 
obliged to.call a.new one... He-hath the-perpetyal Conſens 
and Determinations of the moſt Serious and Learned Men, 
who have lived in all other*Ages, as: well as the preſent, 
ſo that a Synod cannat be abſolutely neceſſary for this End. 

As. for the Confent_of a whole Church, there may be 0- 

_ ther Methods, as was already obſerved, of declaring that 
without the Meeting of a Convocation. | 

If then,the Ends for which Convocations are'to be called 

_ are not . indiſpenſably neceſlary, certainly their Right to fit 
cannot be Divine. But however it may be, this to me 
ſeems very apparent; that they are guilty of a very great 
Sin againſt God, and their own Conſciences, if any ſuch there 
are, that either publickly maintain,. or- ſecretly believe the - 
Divine Right of Convacations independent-on- the Supream 
Civil Authority, and yec ſubmit -to be Members of fuch a 

F : | ORC, 
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(27) 
one, as has no Power to Sit, or Act, but what depends ſole- 
ly vpon the Pleaſure of the State. 

If they are-convinced that the Clergy have a Divine Com- 
miſſion to Aſſemble themſelves, and that: the Conceſſions 


made by the Clergy in Henry the E:ghth's Time were unjuſt: 


and ſinfal, wby don't they AC agreeably to themſelves ? 
Why don't they proteſt againſt the Power of the Prince to 
call them ; refuſe his Wrizs, and diſobey his Summons ? For 
. the very Meeting by his Appointment, is an acknowledg- 
ment of his Power, and an aCtual Surrenaring of thoſe Rights, 
which'they pretend are only theirs, by Vertue of the Divine 
Inſtitution z- and conſequently are in the very leaſt degree 
for eyer unalienable. _ 

If then there are any, (as I would willingly believe 
there are not) who plead for ſuch a Divine Right, and yer 
ſubmit to be called to Convocation by a Lay- Amtbority; they 
muſt grant at leaſt, that their PraQtice is very inconſiſtent 
with their Notions. But this:T leave to the Conſideration 
of the Elaborately confaſed Author of the Municipinm Ece 
olefigfticum : But yet, in aſſerting the King's Authority over 
Convocations, we don't mean, that he may preſcribe, what 
himſelf thinks good to be done in the Service of God : 
How the Word ſhall be taught, how the Sacraments Admi- 


niſtred : That he may by judicial Sefitence decide Queſtions Vid. Ec. 
which may ariſe about Matters of Faith and Chriſtian ReJi- cle. Poli. . 
gion ; that Kings may Excommunicate ; Finally, that Kings © P:45'- 


may'do'whatſvever is incident unto the Office and Duty of 
an Ecclefiaſtical- Judge. But, to give Hr. Hooker*'s Words, 
we mean, © That the King?s Royal Power is of fo large 
© compaſs, . that no Man Commanded by him, can plead 
<< himſelf to be without the limits and bounds of that Au- 
* thority- And that Kings ſhould be in ſuch ſort Supream 
<«--Commanders over a}l{ Men, we hold it requiſite, as well- 
« for the ordering of Spiritual as Civil Affairs ; in as much 
* as without univerſal Authority in this kind, they ſhould 
©< not be able when need is, to do as Vertuous Kings have 
< done. As Foſia and Hezekiah in the Old Teſtament did, 
when they Aſſembled the Prrefts and Levites to renew the 
Houſe of the Lord, and to*Celebrate the Paſſover. The 
Iike before them did David and Solomon, for removing the 
E 2 | Ark, 
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-Frk, and Dedicating the Temple. Such Authority: as- the 
Jewiſh Kings Exerciſed over Eccletiaſtical Aﬀairs and Perſons, 
the like we claim to belong to-our Kings ;:,and thoſe thar 

deny.them the ſame Authority, are to be Excommunicated, 


. according to the DoErine of the Church-of- England. + 


But ſince there is an Argument.now gain inſiſted: upon 
from the New Teſtament, to prove the Right which belongs 
to. the Clergy.to Aſſemble, -and make . Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
without the: leave of. the Supream Authority,” which in 
Ar. Hooker's Time was brought: for an ObjeQion-againft - 
ſuch a Supremacy.in the King, T ſhall take the-freedom to 
ſet it down in his Words, with his Anſwer:eo-it. ; 

* It will be (ſays that Excellent Author).-perhaps alledp- 
« ed, That a-part ofthe Unity of- Chriſtian Religion is 
* to-hold the Power of ' making EccleſiaſticabLaws a thing 
** appropriated untothe Clergy in their:Synods z and-what- 
* ſoever is bytheir only. Voices agreed upon, © it needeth 
* no farther Appropriation-togivefunto it- the ſtrength-of 
&« 2 Laws. as may phinly.appear by the Canons. of "that firſt 
* moſt venerable, Aſſembly : - Where thoſe things. the 4po- 
& files and Fames had concluded, were afterwards publiſhed, 
« and impoſed upon the Churches. of the. Gentiles abroad 
« as Laws z the Records threof remaining {ſtill in the Book 
<< of God for a Teſtimony, that-the Power of making Ec- 


_ © clefiaſtical Laws, belongeth to the Succeſſors of the Apo- 


&« ſtles, the Biſhaps and Prelates of the Church of God. 


_« To this we Anſwer, That the Council of Fera/alem is 
« 'no Argument for-the Power of the.Clergy-to make Laws ; 


© For firſt, There has not been-ſince, «any Council of like 


« Authority to that in Feruſalem : Secondly, The' Cauſe, 
« why that was of, ſuch Authority came by a ſpecial Acci- 


#5 dent: Thirdly, The Reaſon why other Councils being 


« not like unto that in-Nature,. the Clergy in-them ſhould 
& have no Power to make Laws by themſelves alone, is in 
* Truth ſo. forcible, -that except ſome Commandment of 
* God, tothe contrary can be-ſhewed;...it ought notwith- 
* ſtanding theaforeſaid Example:to prevail. 

« The Decrees of the Conncil-of. Ferufulem, - were not as 
* the Canons of other Eccleſiaſtical -Aſlemblies, Humane, 
© but yery Divine Ordinances : For which Cauſe- the 
« Churches. 
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.& Churches were far and: wide,” commanded every where 
&©-to ſee them kept, no otherwiſe than if Chriſt himſelf 
© had perſonally on-Egsrth been the Author of them, The 
«.Cauſe why: that Council was of fo great Authority and 
« Credit above-all others which have: been ſince, is ex- 


-<- preſſed in thoſe- Words of principal Obſervation, Unto the 
. 6. Holy:Ghoſt, and to us it hath ſeemed 'good : Which form of 
- <© Speech, though other Councils have likewiſe uſed, yet 


* neither could they themſelvesmean, nor may we {o un- 
 derſtand- them. as if both were in equal ſort aſliſted with. 
* the Power. of the Holy Ghoſt. Wherefore, in as much 
& as the Council of Jeruſalem did confiſt. of Menſo enlight- 


<< ned, it had Anthority greater than were meet for any 
<<. other, Council beſides-to challenge wherein ſuch kind of 


<« Perſons:are, as now the'State of the Church doth ſtand ; 
* Kings being*not then that whichmow:- they.are, and the 


_ < Clergy,not now that which fhen they were. Till-it be 
-$. proved that ſome ſpecial Law of Chriſt, hath for ever - 
46. annexed unto the'Elergy alone the Power to make Eccle- 


&« faſtical Law?, we-are te hold it a thing moſt Conſonant 
with Equity and Reaſon, that no Ecclefiaſtical Laws be 


--<-made-in*a Chriſtian Common-wealth, without conſent 


** as well of the: Laityzas of the Clergy, but: leaſt of all 
& without.conſent of-the higheſt Power. * 


< 


- /-The Opinion of. the#*Learned Grotius being more ſhort Chap: To 
and deciſive in our preſent Caſe, uponithat forementioned 2< Synar 
place of the 44-,-1 ſhall alfo give an account of it. The 


Original bf Synods, ſa\s he$ 5s uſually faken from that Hiſtory 
3 oh t5th Chaps of the Aits. But whether that Aſſembly may be 


wery well be _ qneſtioned. There. aroſe a. Controverſie between 


+ Paul and Barnabas, and certain Jews of Antioch, concerning 
- the Obligations of the Yeſaick Law - Paul and Barnabas. ars 


ſent with ſome: of Antioch," to. kyow the (pinion of 'the Paſtors; 
but were they thoſe of all Aſia, Syria,, Cilicia. and Judea, 4/- 


ſembled together in'one place, that were to yive their Fndgment 2 


No certainly ;, but of the | Apoſtles and Eldeys of Jerufalem 3 


the Company of -the Apoſiles, was. a College, not 4 Judy 


and the Elders of one City, | could not certainly be called a Sy- 
wed..  One_Church therefore alone 15 conſulted ; or- more truly 


ard 


: properly termed. a Synoa, as we now underſtand that Word, may . 
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«©. Synods;" whether Provincial,*Nationg| 
« by meer force of their agreement, taken place-as a Law, 


T9 : 

and properly ſpeaking, the Apoſtles only are conſulted, and the 
pred xl towhoſe Authority the Elders and- Bro 
thren of Jeruſalem yield their Conſent and: Approbation, Thus, 


I think .there can't be the leaſt ſhadow of 'an Argument . 


brought from Scripture for a Divine Inſtitution of Synods. 
Bur to' return. once more to 44r. Hooker 3 © Were it fo, 


_ © (adds that judicious Author):that the Clergy alone might 


&« pive Laws unto all the reſt, is it not'eaſte'to ſee, how 
& injurious this might prove to Men of other Conditions ? 
© Peace'and Juſtice are maintained by preſerving unto every 
«© Order their Right, and by keeping all Eſtates,as it were in 
<< even ballance, which thing is no- way: better-dene, than 
&< if the King their Common Parent, whoſe Care is preſumed 
<« to extend-molt indifferently over all, do bear the chiefeſt 
& (way in making Laws, which all muſt be'ordered by ; 
< wherefore, of them" which attribute moſt to the Clergy, 
what Evidence there is, - whereby ic 
&« may clearly-be ſhewed, thathin ancient Kingdoms Chri- 
<« ſtian, . any. Canon deviſed/alone bythe Clergy, in their 

I or General,” hath 


&« making all evans hey wr DO _— 
<« without any other approbation-from the King ore or 
hd ban he d in that behalf? - : , 


_ - - This was the Senſe of that-Great-Man ; and the very 


fame Opinion and;Notions'they are, and' no other, (as'far - 
I*can judge,) which are maintained by*them, ' who#ar-pre- 
ſent defend the- King's Authority in calling Convocations, 
and-in other Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. And I-can't yet"appre- 


- hend, how thoſe who ſo warmly and furiouſly oppoſe ther, 


can reconcile their. Notions: with the DoQrines which have 
en always received inthe Church of Englands 
But it may probably be-urged, »Thit though the Clergy's 


Right to Aﬀemble themſelves;and make Laws for the Govern- 


ment ofthe Church by their own Power could not be proved 
by Revelation, yet. 'in Reaſon it .ought to be allowed to 


' them ; - becauſe the ſecurity 'of Religion depends vpon it. 


For if the Clergy "alone may nos make any new Orders 
which/may ſeem wanting, nor paſs a general 'Cenſyure upon 
any falſe Opinions or Innovations in Religion, by a judicial 

| : Sentence 


/ 


Kt) 
Sentence againſt them in Convocation, without the Pleafire: | 
of the State; The Church will by this means be deprived | 
of its Liberty, and never be in a Capacity of deciding any £ || NY 
Controverſies which 'may diſturb its Peace and Unity, And [3 E. 
if the Prince be Heretical, as *ctis not impoſſible, and will : 
not ſuffer the Meeting of a Convocation, our Religion will "vi 
then very probably be corrupted by Errors and Herefies, and T4 
the Church unable to relieve it, by being diveſted of the 4 
Power of ſummoning its Clergy ; by whoſe united Opini- oy 
'ons and Decrees, ,a timely ſtop might be put to all falſe Ei | 
Dodrines and Diviſions. - 'Y 
To this I anſwer, That the Caſe is the ſame wherever bh : | 


. 
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the Power ſhall be lodged. Let us ſuppoſe in a Metropolitan. 
Now *tis-not impoſlible, but he alſo'may be a Heretick, and - 
' will not ſuffer..a Convocation of the Clergy." For if the 4 
Authority is in him, the-inferior Order muſt be as much ſub- 
jet to his Will,« as to that-of the Civil Goyernor, and 
may as equally: be deprived of their Liberty of 'Mecting,. 
by the one as the other”; and ſo it-may be, let the Authority 
be placed in any other Hands. | SIN. 

But perhaps it-may: be thought that the Civil Power is: 
 not-aproper*Judge of the Neceſſities of the Church, when. 
.  4itsFaith or Diſcipline'are'in danger of being corrupted or 

. © deſtroyed. © Ss | 
+ Let + granted, That there may be others. more fit to 
judge of theſe things, tho? it may happth,” that even ſome: 
of the Clergy themſelves may be miſtaken in theſe Matters,, 
and may be ſometimes very unfit Judges of the moſt proper 
Times for-calling a. Convocation: Yet hope the King is: 
not to be precluded from-all Gonncil and Advice in ſuch 
Caſes. If any of the Clergy hid the Power, they would not,. 

I preſume, make uſe of it, upon their own fingle Opinion; 
They would certainly ask the Advice of the moſt Wiſe and 

_ Judicious in ſuch Matters. And'why the King may not have- 
the ſame Priviledges and Opportunities of Enquiry, I can- 
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* But it Js obje&ed,- That the Office of the Clergy is di-- 4 
ftin& from that of the Civil Power, and they,receive no WE: 
Partsof -it from thence, and therefore cannot be under its: | 
JuriſdiQtion.. "Y ; = 


Ns. © | So: 


oy 


thu ee 83. ſerve and defend thi 
: Cap. 1. 
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So it was alſo among the Jews, yet-their Kings had the 
. Sypream Power over their Prieſts. . The Power and Autho- 
rity, of the King is Spiritual, though he is not-inveſted with 
- the Spiritual Office. The King indeed ſeems in ſome Caſes 
' "to be ſubject to the Prieſtly Officez as he is to recelve the 
Sacraments, Abſolution, and the-like from them : So alſo is 
he ſubject to his Phyſician as to his Health, he is to be go- 
verned by his Rules and Methods for preſerving Life. Yet 
this does not diminiſh his Authority over either. His Right 
over them, as Supream'Governor ſtill remains the ſame. 
But *+tis again objcQed, That the. Care*of Souls _is- the 
parkicular and immediate Buſinets of the Clergy : And"the 
obſervance of the trueReligion being. neceſſary to' that end,._ 
*ris undeniable that they=ovght to have a Power of endea- 
youring to preſerve it by ſuch wayy as may ſeem moſt effeCtual. 
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and proper for-it. - © re he pe 
To this we may.anſwer,. That the Supream Governor has 
Vol. E- the ſame Care ine@mbens. upon him ;- he is obliged to pre- 


he true-Religion, toſee it rightly obſerved, 
and to puniſh thoſe that do Evil : For which Reaſon, G.V«ſ- 
De Impe- ſins, as well as Grotzas, 'is of Opinion that Princes. have. the 
rio. Supream Authority in Sacred: Matters, by a Divine Right. 

/ For if they are the Jd{miſters of God for Good, they muſt * 
SeeBiſhop haye the Supream Cottmand/in Religious Matters,” whereby 


.  Aidrems$ 1 enforce Obedience to thern. And indeed, -if theCom- 


Sermon at 


Hompion- Million giyen by:God to Moſes, and Exercifed afterwards by 


Court. © Foſhna, . Ind the Fewiſh Kings, "and never aboliſhed: by our 
Saviour, does  greethe ſame Right and Authority to Chri- 
ſtian Kings now, tacall Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies as they did, 
it can't be denied that thewalſo AQ by a. Divine Commiſ- 
ſion. And it-is one. great Bufineſs of theirs," that Divine 
Things ſhould be rightly ordered, and the Salvation of Men 
procured, They'are the Defenders and Guardians of the 
Divine Law: The InſpeQors of the Attions of all Men ; 
and have accordingly aPowerto Reward and Puniſh. 

+ "Tis alſo neceſſary that Kings ſhould haye tbe chief Com- 
mand in Religious Matters, becauſe Religion is of mighty 
Service to the Civil Governmentz nothin? more advanti- 
geous for the preſerving Peace and Unity, Love 'of our 
Country, Juſtice, Equity, and all _w Moral Duties, which 


tis 


Eb — 


| %is.2 Princes Duty to maintain : And which he has no means 


of effefting ſo well, as by his Sovereign Power in all Sacred 
Concerns, And therefore to-deprive him of this Power, is 
to forbid him the Exerciſing thoſe Commands which a Ver- 
tuous King is obliged to. | | 

. Upon the whole then, it can't be denied, That by our 
Conſtitution, -the King has the ſole Power of calling and diſ- 


. ſolving Convacations, and that they have no Authority to 


ACt but what is derived. from him. -And whoever takes the 
Oath of Supremacy grants as much, That this Power is no 


other, than what was Exerciſed by the Jewiſh Kings, and' af- See Biſhop 
terwards by. the firſt Chriſtian Emperors; and was never diſ- Andrew's 
owned and proteſted againſt by the Clergy. That the Pra- Hampr 
ice of the Chriſtians before the Converſion of the Supream Curt. 


Authority,_ is, not concerned in the Diſpute ; and that the 
Scriptures are either for us, . or wholly ſilent in the Matter: 


* * Tho'I think we may fairly urge, That the Examples of the 


Fewiſh Kings, and the general Authority given to Princes by 
God, do ſufficiently prove eyen from Scripture, that this 
Power does belong to them. v 
That the Ends of Government require, That where all 
profeſs the ſame. Religion, they ſhould all be ſubje&t to the 
ſame Common Head, in Spiritual as well as Civil Afﬀairs. And 
that He, to whom the chief Care of the Church is commit- 


ted, and to whom it principally belongs to Preſerve and de- 


fend the Orders and Conſtitutions of ir, ſhould alfo have the 
Principality of Power in Approving and Eſtabliſhing them. 

- But if. the Clergy have the ſole Power by a Divine-Com- 
miſſion of making Eccleſiaſtical Laws, it will follow, That 
ris the Prince's Buſineſs, to maintain and ſee them obſerved, 
whether he'is willing to conſent to them-or not. He cannot 
refnſe to obey them himſelf, nor to oblige others to ſubmit. 
to them. - Nay, more, if the Clergy have a D5vine Right to 
meet: and conſtitute any Orders without the lgave of the 
Sypream Power, they have a Right alfo to Decree and EnaC&t 
what Laws they may judge beneficial to the Church, how op- 
polite ſoever to the Conſtitutions of the State. They may 
declare what DoQ@trines they pleaſe to be taught in the 
Church, provided they be not repugnant to the Law of God. 


For if their Right. is Divine, their Power is Abſolute and 


Uncontroulable, where Scripture has not determined the 
bounds and meaſures of: it. 
Every 
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'Every-one ſees what DiſtraQions ſuch a Power might oc- 
ealion 3 and therefore we can't: pay too great a Veneration 
f to our .Laws: which have- wiſely provided againſt? them : 
That have. igtruſted- this Power with the Prince, whoſe In- - 
tereſt it is as much to preſerve the Church, as the State. 
And b hope we have no Reaſon to believe, bot that he makes 
it as truly and ſincerely his concern to vindicate the Cauſe of 
Religion, as any amongſt us. By Eva 
If there-are ſuch Dangers threaten the Church, that no- 
thing but a Convocation can prevent, no doubt but he will 
think it a great-Obligation bpon him to call one : But yet, 
it is not at all times-neceſlary ; Mens Heats will not always 
ſuffer it. And if it ſhould chance to fire their Tempers 

inſtead of cooling them, it w6uld be then very Prejudicial. 
Cap. 7. We confeſs.indeed, with Grotizs and Others, That Sy- 


ment of the Church; yet we alſo join with them, that there 
may be ſuch a time, when they are far from being conyeni- 
Vid. Bp. ent, much. leſs neceſſary. Bur. our greateſt wonder is at the 
Brambal 2- Boldfeſs of ſome Men, who maintain, That, even when the 
Rare Powers take on them the Protettion of the Church, whether they 

- cipline. Till or no, Synods may lawfully and rightly be Aſſembled. Of 
Pofius E- another Mind, fays Yoſſins, were all thoſe, who have hi-- 
Pift. 23., therto defended the Cauſe of the Proteſtants againſt the Pa- 

piſts; and he cites ſeveral Authorities for it. | 

As for the Aſſertors of a Divine Right of Synods, ?tis 
ſomething difficult to know their meaning ; they ſeem too 
much to diſtruſt their-Cauſe to ſpeak plain enough to be 
underſtood. - If they mean _no more'by that Expreſſion, 
than thar Chriſt hath ſo conſtituted his Church, as. to leave 
a Power of Goverment with the Biſhops of it, for the bet- 
ter ordering its Aﬀairs; who accordingly may either - by 
Conſent meet themſelves, or by their Authority call toge- 
ther their Elergy, and agree on- ſuch things as are neceſ- 
ſary for the ordering of it: This is what, in States not 
Chriſtian, will never be deny'd by us. + But if they. pre- 
tend to a Power from God of Meeting and Atting* inde- 
pendently on the Sovereign Authority, tho? Chriſtian, and 
_ of Making and Eſtabliſhing Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Conſtitu- 
tions without his Conſent ; this is. what we utterly deny. 
' And] would deſire to know of the Author of: The Findication 
of the depriv'd Biſhops, by what Authority, either from the 
| | . Scripture 


nods are often times very uſeful to the Orderand Govern- + - 


C33) 


Scripture or the Prattice of the Church, he will oppole- 


this, or with what Juſtice he can ſo ſeverely reflett on the 
Memory of the firſt Reformers, for being of the ſame Opi- 
nion. But to return, ſuppoſing.we ſhould allow this jus d;- 
vinum which they contend-for z yet after all, it muſt be left 
to human Prudence to determine, when *tis proper for Con= 


vocations to meet; and then, who is it that mult judge of 


the-proper Seaſons for it'? Who of the Clergy have a divine 
Commiſſien to judge of the Reaſons, and fix the time for it? 
Or ſuppoſe the Clergy ſhould differ in their Judgments, who 
is the ſupream Arbiter that muſt decide when it is moſt con- 
venient, and accordingly ſhall have the Power of ſummon- 
ingall the reſt ?* Superiority in Biſhops over each other is 
 ana& of human Authority, ſince Chriſt did nor appoint a 
Head; and therefore any one of thoſe: can't have a-Power 
by Divine Right of ſummoning_ all the reſt: Where then 
muſt the Power be placed ? For they whourge ſuch an Inſti- 
tution againſt us, ought to aſſign where they would have 
oy \= "ag Power-of ſummoning the Convocation' to be 

Mfier all "tis Reaſon that muſt dire& in theſe Caſes ; when 
a Convocation. ought to be Aſſembled; of what Number of 
the Clergy: it ought to.conſilt ; where their Power is to be 
fixedand limited, and to whom the chief Anthority ought to 
betong of Calling and Diſſolving them, and of giving their 
Reſplutions, the Force and SanQion of a Law. This the 
Wiſdom. of the Nation, hasentruſted with the Sovereign 


Power ; .and the Church of England has ever ſince the Refor- vid. Bp. 
mation, own'd and acknowledg( it to be its peculiar Province. m_ 
Fogerty 
. ag . ; Archbp. 
ving- part of his Book ; he writes ſo much backwards and zrambal a- 
forwards, for. and againſt himfelf, and withal fo very ob- gainft the 
ſecurely, that the moſt charitable Opinion of 'him, is, That __ Dit 


he kgew. nothing of what he writ. He is fo ſtrangly*bewil- ;g 


Asfor the Author-of the Adwicipium Eccleſiaſticum, poor 
Man, he is rather to be Pitied then Cenſured, as to the ar- 


dred, in, his.omn Notions, and. fo. fond of 11]-nature, thit 
he is-neither: to beunderſtood. or: convinced. 

All-he-has urged in defence 6f the- Divine Right of Convo- 
cations, will -as much prove a. Divine Right: of Conſtables 
and Church-wardens, or: any other Officers that may be 


uſeful for puniſhing Immorality, or for ſupporting or ad- ' 


vancing 
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Homer's w{B-% Anſwer to-Dr;Wake. 

This A ep 4 is: hs ge Veab-tof tance, why Ithink-a Convoca- 
- ron necellar 'N t alice and:Uncharitableneſs. may. have 
-—  , -  theirjuſt Re Form 41579 may. be convinced, that -he-who- 
be” writes at all adventures upon, evcry Thing he leaſt.under- 
ſtands, muſt not think to; 'carry.aCiuſe only by abuſing and 
defaming. his Adverſary ; ;. which isall that can find he pre- 
Þ:: tends to; in all his Prints-: And: ally , that:he may be fa- 
7  tisfied that his /Iſ/-breeding,.."u hich *he Falons: Aimſelf- ſo 
EF mueh vpon,.15but one, wayMeritgrio £m 


in Cotto have digreſſed-into; is way of NW the, Was 

f nform. ehis Afthor, that; chere. is's -difference be- 

A 1 afnent: "That: the nets rude-and in- 
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'up© ME onioss " Data, by "That beſ wr 
: Weirers of Polivy ; that are worth 1, pm hae de. 
ne Authority © os pany, roy wa w- 
- "a principal | mper Igor. 
._ 88 Sacre, Dr. Wake;-as well: as all the-other Writers 'ri rirers upon. this Subjed # 
a -.-- wholly unknown-rg.me.; But T-<an't but think, upon an, imparri 
"2, _ Enquiry incoche e that. he has given.us a very juſt: and. 
learned Account of i it; "and that he agrees with the moſt zudicions 
and eminent Men, that hayerreated he Subject before him" What 
a' peice of daring Confidencempſtir.chen be, ro tax thoſe as merce- 
nary.,defigning Writers, that only eſponſea Cavſe; :which' of 
rhe 'p and:moſt learned:Men in the 'World;- tave before de- 
fended.. _ I ſhall urge nothing more; bur only, Thar I have deli. 
judged to be ne ang wichour SURr, Hopeyor Fears.. 
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